Living for God - 1 Peter 4:1-11

Topics:

Attitude, Believers, Caring, Desires, Drinking, Faith, Gifts, God,
Gospel, Hospitality, Jesus Christ, Judgment, Life-style, Love,
Lust, Ministry, Serving, Sex, Sin, Suffering, Unbelievers

Open It Questions
A. In your opinion, what best distinguishes Christians from
non-Christians?

B. Imagine that the world is going to end in twenty-four hours,
and you have been granted one wish for anything you want.
What would you wish for? Why?

Explore It Questions
1. What did Peter say about the person who has suffered in
the flesh? (4:1-2)
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What benefit can there be in suffering? (4:1-2)

What did Peter’s readers do in the past? (4:3)

What did the pagans think was strange? (4:4)

To whom did Peter say the pagans would have to give
account? (4:5)

For what reason was the gospel preached? (4:6)

What did Peter say was near? (4:7)
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8.  What did Peter instruct his readers to do since the end of all
things was near? (4:7)

9.  What did Peter encourage his readers to do above all? (4:8)

10. How did Peter encourage his audience to love each other?
(4:8-9)

11. How were Peter’s readers to use their gifts? (4:10)

12. How were these believers to speak and serve? (4:11)
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13. What goal did Peter want his audience to reach with all
they did? (4:11)

Get It Questions
14. What does it mean to be done with sin?

15. With what human desires do we continue to struggle?

16. What about your lifestyle do unbelievers find strange?

17. In what way is the end of all things near?



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Pe+4%3A11

18. How would knowing that the world was going to end this
year change the way you think or act?

19. How does love cover a multitude of sins?

20. Why is it sometimes difficult to love other believers?

21. To whom do you find it difficult to offer hospitality? Why?

22. In what ways can you offer hospitality?

23. What gift has God given you that you could use to serve

others?




Apply It Questions
24. What human desires with which you continue to struggle
will you ask God to help you overcome?

25. In what simple way this week can you let unbelievers see
that you live by a unique set of priorities?

26. To whom will you offer hospitality sometime this week?

Adult Questions for LESSONmaker.
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A. In your opinion, what best
distinguishes Christians from non-
Christians?
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% B. Imagine that the world 1s going to
3 cZ: end 1n twenty-four hours, and you
5 5 have been granted one wish for
?5 E anything you want. What would
S you wish for? Why?
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INTRODUCTION

Peter wrote a great deal about the way
believers’ lives should differ from the ordinary
pattern of the world. The use of their God-given
abilities 1s one of those ways. God has given
every person special skills or abilities. Each
time these skills are used to serve others, God 1s
glorified. How can you use your gifts and
abilities to serve others and glority God?
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SCRIPTURE

4:1-3 (NKJV)
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ITherefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh,

arm yourselves also with the same

mind, for he who

has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, % that he
no longer should live the rest of 4is time 1n the flesh

for the lusts of men, but for the wi!
we have spent enough of our past |

1 of God. 3 For

1fetime 1n doing the

will of the Gentiles—when we wa

ked 1in lewdness,

lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and

abominable 1dolatries.
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SCRIPTURE

4:4-6 (NKJV)

Living For God”

1 Peter 4:1-11

41In regard to these, they think i

t strange that you do

not run with them 1n the same flood of dissipation,

speaking evil of you. > They wil

| give an account to

Him who 1s ready to judge the |

1ving and the dead.

% For this reason the gospel was preached also to
those who are dead, that they might be judged
according to men in the flesh, but live according to

God in the spirit.
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(UAS
1 Peter 4:1-11

" But the end of all things is at hand; therefore,
be serious and watchful in your prayers. ® And
above all things have fervent love for one
another, for “love will cover a multitude of
sins.” ? Be hospitable to one another without
grumbling.

SCRIPTURE
4:7-9 (NKJV)
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SCRIPTURE
4:10-11 (NKJV)
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10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of
God. ' If anyone speaks, let him speak as

the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do
it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all
things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ,
to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever
and ever. Amen.
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1 Peter 4:1-11

EXPLORING
THE TEXT

ITherefore, since Christ suffered for us in the
flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind,
for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased
from sin, * that he no longer should live the rest
of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but
for the will of God.

1. What did Peter say about the person who
has suffered in the flesh? (4:1-2)
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(UAS
1 Peter 4:1-11

ITherefore, since Christ suffered for us in the
flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind,
for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased
from sin, * that he no longer should live the rest
of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but
for the will of God.

EXPLORING
THE TEXT

2.  What benefit can there be in suffering?
(4:1-2)
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(UAS
1 Peter 4:1-11

3 For we have spent enough of our past lifetime
in doing the will of the Gentiles—when we
walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness,
revelries, drinking parties, and abominable
idolatries.

EXPLORING
THE TEXT

3. What did Peter’s readers do in the
past? (4:3)
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(UAS
1 Peter 4:1-11

4 In regard to these, they think it strange that you
do not run with them in the same flood of
dissipation [overindulgence, degeneracy|, speaking
evil of you.

EXPLORING
THE TEXT

4. What did the pagans think was strange?
(4:4)
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(UAS
1 Peter 4:1-11

> They will give an account to Him who is ready to
judge the living and the dead.

EXPLORING
THE TEXT

S. To whom did Peter say the pagans would
have to give account? (4:5)
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(UAS
1 Peter 4:1-11

% For this reason the gospel was preached also to
those who are dead, that they might be judged
according to men in the flesh, but live according to
God in the spirit.

EXPLORING
THE TEXT

6. For what reason was the gospel preached?
(4:6)
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(UAS
1 Peter 4:1-11

’ But the end of all things is at hand, therefore,
be serious and watchful in your prayers.

EXPLORING
THE TEXT

7. What did Peter say was near? (4:7)
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(UAS
1 Peter 4:1-11

EXPLORING
THE TEXT
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’ But the end of all things is at hand, therefore,
be serious and watchful in your prayers.

8. What did Peter instruct his readers to do
since the end of all things was near? (4:7)
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(UAS
1 Peter 4:1-11

8 And above all things have fervent love for one
another, for “love will cover a multitude of
sins.”

EXPLORING
THE TEXT

9. What did Peter encourage his readers to
do above all? (4:8)
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8 And above all things have fervent love for one
another, for “love will cover a multitude of
sins.”” ® Be hospitable to one another without
grumbling.

EXPLORING
THE TEXT

10. How did Peter encourage his audience to
love each other? (4:8-9)
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(UAS
1 Peter 4:1-11

10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one
another, as good stewards of the manifold [diverse,
multiple, various] grace of God.

EXPLORING
THE TEXT

11. How were Peter’s readers to use their
gifts? (4:10)
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(UAS
1 Peter 4:1-11

EXPLORING

THE TEXT

Living For God”
1 Peter 4:1-11

1 [f anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles
of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with
the ability which God supplies, that in all things
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to
whom belong the glory and the dominion forever
and ever. Amen.

12. How were these believers to speak and
serve? (4:11)
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iving for Go
1 Peter 4:1-11

1 [f anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles
of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with
the ability which God supplies, that in all things
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to
whom belong the glory and the dominion forever
and ever. Amen.

EXPLORING
THE TEXT

13. What goal did Peter want his audience
to reach with all they did? (4:11)
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GET IT QUESTIONS
#14 to #23

APPLY IT QUESTIONS
#24 to #26
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